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THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL CLASS ON WOMEN’S ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS MEN IN JANE AUSTEN’S PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (1813): A 
SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH 
Abstrak 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk membuktikan adanya pengaruh kelas sosial pada 
sikap wanita terhadap lelaki dalam novel Pride and Prejudcie (1813) karya Jane 
Austen. Penelitian ini merupakan jenis penelitian kualitatif yang menggunakan 
dua jenis data yaitu data utama yang merupakan novel Pride and Prejudice itu 
sendiri dan data kedua yang merupakan teori, penelitian terdahulu dan semua 
sumber data yang berkaitan dengan penelitian ini. Hasil dari penelitian 
menunjukan adanya indikator perbedaan kelas sosial yang menyebabkan adanya 
pengaruh kelas sosial pada sikap wanita terhadap lelaki didalam novel Pride and 
Prejudice dan berdasarkan hasil data yang dikaitan dengan teori pendekatan 
sosiologi maka novel Pride and Prejudice merupakan cerminan dari kehidupan 
nyata masyarakat Inggris pada awal abad kesembilan belas. 
Kata kunci: kelas sosial, tingkah laku wanita, pendekatan sosiologi, Pride and 
Prejudice 
Abstract 
The purpose of this study is to prove the influence of social class on women's 
attitude towards men in Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudcie (1813). The type of 
this research is qualitative research that uses two types of data, namely the 
primary data which is the Pride and Prejudice novel itself and the secondary data 
which is theory, previous research and all data sources related to this study. The 
results of this research show that there are indicators of social class which is made 
the differences that lead to the influence of social class on women's attitude 
towards men in Pride and Prejudice novels and based on the results of data 
related to the sociological approach theory, Pride and Prejudice are a reflection of 
the real life of British society at the beginning nineteenth century. 
Keywords: social class, women’s attitude, sociological approach, Pride and 
Prejudice 
1. INTRODUCTION 
Social class is a differences in caste or level of wealth. Nowadays, many 
people wrongly use their social class status to have an arbitrary attitude to other 
class groups who are not at the same level. Therefore, it can be concluded that 
differences in social class or social status inherent in a person can influence 
their attitude towards an object that is different from them. Pride and Prejudice 
by Jane Austen is a novel that raises the issue of social class differences. Here 
the researcher has found several previous studies that discuss the Pride and 




conducted research using the Pride and Prejudice novel as the main object of 
their research, their research focused on the grammar contained in the Pride 
and Prejudice novels using theory of linguistics and qualitative research 
methods. Anggraini et al. (2019), Mungan & Suryanovika (2018), Awan & 
Ambreen (2018), Gesmaloni (2017), Chang (2014), Kruger et al. (2013) have 
conducted research that focused on the character of characters contained in the 
Pride and Prejudice novel by using descriptive qualitative methods. Arbain 
(2016), Heaverly & Kasih (2020), Rugian (2016), Ganjoo (2013) has 
conducted research related to social issues and moral values contained in the 
Pride and Prejudice novels. Setiyawati (2013) has conducted research using 
the Psychoanalytic Approach theory. Hariyanti (2014) has conducted research 
related to social stratification by using the sociological approach theory.  
From several previous studies that had been mentioned by the researcher 
above, the researcher found a correlation between the research conducted by 
the researcher and the previous research conducted by Hariyanti in 2014. 
Previous research focused on social stratification in Pride and Prejudice, 
Hariyanti showed that there were differences in social class. which is divided 
into two, namely the middle class and the upper class. Haryanti uses a 
sociological approach theory to show that the differences in social classes that 
are in Pride and Prejudice are a reflection of the real situation of British 
society in the early nineteenth century. Whereas in this study, researchers 
focused on the influence of social class on women's attitude towards men using 
the sociological approach theory. In this study the researcher revealed social 
class differences to determine the influence of social class on women's attitudes 
towards men in Pride and Prejudice. 
In this article the researcher wants to convey the influence of social class 
on women's attitude towards men by showing the indicators of social class to 
know that there is a differences of social class in Pride and Prejudice, showing 
the depiction of women’s attitude towards men in Pride and Prejudice through 
characters, seeting of place and event, and the last is showing the reason of the 




to the reality that existed in the real life of British society in the early 
nineteenth century. 
To find out the influence of social class on women's attitude towards 
men, the researcher used sociological approach theory in this research. 
Sociological approach is a theory that has a link between literary work and 
society. In this study the researcher used the sociological approach theory 
based on the theory of Rene Wellek, Austen Warren, Swingewood and Diana 
Laurenson. that discusses the relationship between Literary work and Society. 
They state that literary work is the duplicate of the real world, so the authors 
feel that the theory is suitable for use in this study. There are some aspects in 
the society but the writer will only focus on social aspects. 
 
2. METHOD 
In analyzing the influence of social class on women's attitude towards men in 
Pride and Prejudice (1813) the researcher used a qualitative research method. 
Qualitative method is a method of interpreting everything that happens in the 
world, therefore this method is appropriate for analyzing the influence of social 
class on women's attitude towards men in Pride and Prejudice. The type of this 
research is literary study which is focused on the academic field as a study of 
literature. This study aims to find out the relationship between the literary work 
and the society. The focus of this research is to discuss the influence of social 
class on women's attitude towards men in Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice. 
There are two types of data sources in this research, first is primary data source 
which is the novel of Pride and Prejudice itself and second is secondary data 
source which is all the references that relevant to this research. The process of 
analyzing data in this research is carried out in three simultaneous activity 








3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
3.1 Finding 
3.1.1 The Indicators of Social Class 
There are six indocators of social class found by the researcher in Pride 
and Prejudice. The indicators of social class in the novel show that 
there is a differences of social class which is separated into two 
groups, they are middle class and upper class. In this section, the 
researcher mention the indicators of social class seen from the different 
income, educational level, types of work, residence, means of 
transportation, and fashion between middle class and upper class. 
1) Income 
Table 1. Income 
Middle Class Upper Class 
- <2000 pounds per year. - 10,000 – 20,000 pounds 
per year. 
From the table above, it can be seen that there is a difference between 
middle and upper class income. The income of the middle class is far 
less than the upper class. In Pride and Prejudice, Mr. Bennet's family 
comes from middle class while the families of Mr. Darcy and Mr. 
Bingley comes from the upper class. Mr. Bennet earns income from 
family property in the form of estate utilization “Mr. Bennet’s 
Property consisted almost entirely in an estate of two thousand a year, 
which, unfortunately for his daughters was entailed in default of heirs 
male, on a distant relation...” (Austen, 2012, p. 466) meanwhile Mr. 
Bingley and Mr. Darcy Earns income from family property and family 
businesses “of his having ten thousand a year. Till his manners gave a 
disgust which turned the tide of his popularity; for he was discovered 
to be proud, to be above his company, and above being pleased; and 
not all his large estate in Derbyshire could then save him from having 






2) Types of Work 
Table 2. Types of work 
Middle Class Upper Class 
- Gardening, farming and 
raise livestock. 
- Business in trade and 
companies. 
From the table above, it can be seen that the types of work for the 
upper and middle classes are clearly different. The middle class have 
jobs utilizing their estate such as gardening, farming and raise 
livestock in their own estate “But, my dear, your father cannot spare 
the horses, I am sure. They are wanted in the farm, Mr. Bennet, are not 
they?” – Mrs. Bennet (Austen, 2012, p. 469) while the upper class 
work in the fields of trading and company businesses “They were of a 
respectable family in the north of England; a circumstance more 
deeply impressed on their memories than that their brother’s fortune 
and their own had been acquired by trade.” (Austen, 2012, p. 455) 
3) Educational Level 
Table 3. educational level 
Middle Class Upper Class 
- Self-taught education  
- Reading book  
- Private education in the 
town. 
From the table above, it is clear that there is difference in education 
levels between the middle and upper classes. Elizabeth Bennet and all 
her sisters as middle class is seen getting self-taught “Compared with 
some families, I believe we were; but such of us as wished to learn, 
never wanted the means. We were always encouraged to read, and had 
all the masters that were necessary. Those who chose to be idle, 
certainly might.” – Elizabeth Bennet (Austen, 2012, p. 592). It was 
different from the upper class represented by Miss Caroline Bingley 
and Miss Louisa Bingley in that they received higher education in the 
city center “They were in fact very fine ladies; not deficient in good 
humour when they were pleased, nor in the power of being agreeable 
where they chose it; but proud and conceited. They were rather 




town, had a fortune of twenty thousand pounds, were in the habit of 
spending more than they ought, and of associating with people of 
rank,...” (Austen, 2012, p. 455) 
4) Residence 
Table 4. Residence 
Middle Class Upper Class 
- They live in village. 
- Not too big house. 
- Multifunction room. 
- They live in town. 
- Big house. 
- A lots of room. 
The table above shows that middle class families live in a village while 
upper class families live in a city with luxurious houses. The middle 
class community in Pride and Prejudice lives in a village called 
Longbourn “They returned therefore in good spirits to Longbourn, the 
village where they lived, and of which they were the principal 
inhabitants...” (Austen, 2012, p. 452). Their house had two floors, 
neither too big nor too small “they had the advantage of ascertaining 
from an upper window,..” (Austen, 2012, p. 449). The upper class 
community lives in the city center and have the habit of renting large 
houses in rural areas “...Mr. Bingley had not been of age two years, 
when he was tempted by an accidental recommendation to look at 
Netherfield House. He did look at it and into it for half an hour, was 
pleased with the situation and the principal rooms, satisfied with what 
the owner said in its praise, and took it immediately...” (Austen, 2012, 
p. 455-456). Their house is large, has lots of space and also a very 
large yard “It was a large, handsome, stone building, standing well on 
rising ground, and backed by a ridge of high woody hills;—and in 
front, a stream of some natural importance was swelled into greater, 
but without any artificial appearance.” (Austen, 2012, p. 660) 
5) Means of Transportation 
Table 5. Means Of Transportation 
Middle Class Upper Class 
- Carriage or horseback or 
walking. 





Actually there is no significant difference of means of transportation 
between middle class and upper class, it is just that the middle class 
often travels without using a carriage and they often travel by walking 
“Elizabeth, feeling really anxious, was determined to go to her, though 
the carriage was not to be had; and as she was no horse-woman, 
walking was her only alternative.” (Austen, 2012, p. 470) while the 
upper class often travels by using luxurious carriages “...that he came 
down on Monday in a chaise and four to see the place,..” – Mrs. 
Bennet (Austen, 2012, p. 442) 
6) Fashion  
Table 6. Fashion 
Middle Class Upper Class 
- No fashion. - Fashionable. 
From the table above shows that the middle class and upper class 
fashion do not have a significant difference. Their fashion tends to be 
the same, it is just the middle class used simple fashion and looks like 
no fashion “Darcy, on the contrary, had seen a collection of people in 
whom there was little beauty and no fashion, for none of whom he had 
felt the smallest interest, and from none received either attention or 
pleasure...” (Austen, 2012, p. 456). Meanwhile the upper class fashion 
looks more diverse than the middle class fashion “His sisters were fine 
women, with an air of decided fashion.” (Austen, 2012, p. 450) 
3.1.2 Depiction of Women’s Attitude Towards Men in Pride and Prejudice 
This section deals with how the attitude of women towards men is 
described in the novel Pride and Prejudice. The researcher shows how 
women's attitude towards men is depicted in the novel Pride and 
Prejudice through characters, setting of place, and events. 
1) Through Characters 
a. Middle Class Women’s Attitude  
The attitudes of middle class women towards men which are 




matrelialistic, aggressive, exaggerated, prejudice, arrogant and out 
spoken. 
a) Materialistic  
The materialistic attitude in Pride and Prejudice is depicted by 
the character Mrs. Bennet and Miss Charlotte Lucas. Mrs. 
Bennet’s materialistic attitude seen when she knows that there 
are newcomers to her environment who come from north 
England, they are Mr. Bingley and Mr. Darcy who has a 
fortune of 5000 pounds per year. Mrs. Bennet intends to marry 
one of her daughters to them to raise her family's social class 
status “Oh! single, my dear, to be sure! A single man of large 
fortune; four or five thousand a year. What a fine thing for our 
girls!” – Mrs. Bennet (Austen, 2012, p. 443) 
Miss Charlotte's materialistic attitude was seen when 
Charlotte got a proposal from mr. Collins after Mr. Collins fails 
to propose to Jane and Elizabeth. In her marriage with Mr. 
Collins, Charlotte only thinks about a happy life after marriage 
and a beautiful future because Charlotte knows that Mr. Collins 
will inherit all the properties of the Bennets family “...I ask 
only a comfortable home; and considering Mr. Collins’s 
character, connections, and situation in life, I am convinced 
that my chance of happiness with him is as fair, as most people 
can boast on entering the marriage state.” – Charlotte (Austen, 
2012, p. 555) 
b) Aggresive  
The aggressive attitude in Pride and Prejudice is depicted by 
Mrs. Bennet, Catherine Bennet and Lydia Bennet. Mrs. Bennet 
aggressive attitude was seen when she forced her husband to 
visit Mr. Bingley and asked him to visit her house to meet her 
five daughters “Design! nonsense, how can you talk so! But it 




therefore you must visit him as soon as he comes.” – Mrs. 
Bennet (Austen, 2012, p. 443) 
Another aggressive attitude is shown by the characters of 
Catherine Bennet and Lydia Bennet, who is Elizabeth Bennet's 
youngest sister. Catherine and Lydia frequently visited 
Meryton, a town only one mile from Longbourn to visit their 
aunt, Mrs. Philips. At the same time they love to found new 
information about the arrival of the militia regiment in their 
environment “Their visits to Mrs. Philips were now productive 
of the most interesting intelligence. Every day added something 
to their knowledge of the officers’ names and connections. 
Their lodgings were not long a secret, and at length they began 
to know the officers themselves.” (Austen, 2012, p. 467) 
c) Exaggerated 
The exaggerated attitude in Pride and Prejudice is depicted by 
the characters Miss Charlotte Lucas and Mrs. Reynold. Miss 
Charlotte's exagerrated attitude was seen when she defended 
Mr. Darcy in front of Elizabeth by saying that all the arrogant 
attitude of Mr. Darcy at their first meeting was a natural thing 
for someone who comes from the upper class “His pride,” said 
Miss Lucas, “does not offend me so much as pride often does, 
because there is an excuse for it. One cannot wonder that so 
very fine a young man, with family, fortune, every thing in his 
favour, should think highly of himself. If I may so express it, he 
has a right to be proud.” – Charlotte (Austen, 2012, p. 459) 
Another exaggerated attitude is shown by the character Mrs. 
Reynold. Mrs. Reynold is Mr. Darcy’s housekepper at 
Pemberly house, she loved to praise Mr. Darcy in an 
exaggerated attitude in front of the guests visiting the Pemberly 
house “He is the best landlord, and the best master,” said she, 




think of nothing but themselves. There is not one of his tenants 
or servants but what will give him a good name. Some people 
call him proud; but I am sure I never saw any thing of it. To my 
fancy, it is only because he does not rattle away like other 
young men.” – Mrs. Reynold (Austen, 2012, p. 664) 
d) Prejudice  
The attitude of prejudice in Pride and Prejudice is described by 
Elizabeth Bennet. Elizabeth is a middle class woman, but she 
has a different attitude from middle class women in general. 
Elizabeth's prejudice attitude was seen when she learned a bad 
story about Mr. Darcy from his new friend Mr. Wickham and 
Elizabeth also believed the story so that it made Elizabeth have 
prejudice against Mr. Darcy “I had not thought Mr. Darcy so 
bad as this—though I have never liked him, I had not thought 
so very ill of him—I had supposed him to be despising his 
fellow-creatures in general, but did not suspect him of 
descending to such malicious revenge, such injustice, such 
inhumanity as this!” – Elizabeth Bennet (Austen, 2012, p. 515) 
e) Arrogant  
The arrogant attitude in Pride and Prejudice is depicted by the 
character Elizabeth Bennet. Elizabeth's arrogance can be seen 
clearly from Mr. Darcy's opinion that Mr. Darcy reveals that 
Elizabeth has an arrogant attitude to him. 
“From the very beginning, from the first moment I may almost 
say, of my acquaintance with you, your manners impressing me 
with the fullest belief of your arrogance, your conceit, and your 
selfish disdain of the feelings of others,..” – Mr. Darcy (Austen, 
2012, p. 616) 
f) Outspoken 
The outspoken attitude in Pride and Prejudice is depicted by 




when Elizabeth refused Mr. Collins's proposal because she 
does not want to marry Mr. Collins was only forced by her 
mother so that she could get the family property that would be 
inherited to Mr. Collins “I am very sensible of the honour of 
your proposals, but it is impossible for me to do otherwise than 
decline them.” – Elizabeth Bennet (Austen, 2012, 539) 
b. Upper Class Women’s Attitude 
a) Arrogant  
The arrogant attitude in Pride and Prejudice is depicted by the 
characters Miss Caroline Bingley and Lady Catherine. Miss 
Caroline Bingley is Mr. Bingley's sister, she has a habit of 
squandering money and just hanging out with their group. They 
like to brag about themselves and don't care about other people 
“...were in the habit of spending more than they ought, and of 
associating with people of rank;and were therefore in every 
respect entitled to think well of themselves, and meanly of 
others.” (Austen, 2012, p. 455) 
Another arrogant attitude described by Lady Catherine who 
is a wealthy widow and aunt of Mr. Darcy. The arrogant 
attitude of Lady Catherine seen when she only chooses to talk 
with her nephew, Mr. Darcy rather than the other guests who 
also attend to the party she held. In conversation with Mr. 
Darcy, Lady Catherine always prided her nieces with arrogance 
“...and she was, in fact, almost engrossed by her nephews, 
speaking to them, especially to Darcy, much more than to any 
other person in the room.” (Austen, 2012, p. 599) 
b) Pride 
The Pride attitude in Pride and Prejudice is depicted through 
the character Lady Catherine. Lady Catherine tends to brag 
about her wealth and social class status. This can be seen from 




person herself “Lady Catherine was reckoned proud by many 
people he knew.” – Mr. Collins (Austen, 2012, p. 502) 
Another Pride attitude can be seen from Lady Catherine's 
habit of speaking. She always speaks with an authoritative tone 
that shows the high social class she has and shows that she is so 
important “...but whatever she said, was spoken in so 
authoritative a tone, as marked her self-importance,..” (Austen, 
2012, p. 518) 
c) Underestimate  
The underestimate attitude in Pride and Prejudice is depicted 
by the character Mrs. Hurst. This can be seen when Mrs. Hurst 
talks about Jane Bennet, who has a beauty but does not have 
rich family connections that can sustain Jane's rank so that Jane 
can marry a man who comes from the upper class “I have an 
excessive regard for Jane Bennet, she is really a very sweet 
girl, and I wish with all my heart she were well settled. But 
with such a father and mother, and such low connections, I am 
afraid there is no chance of it.” – Mrs. Hurst (Austen, 2012, p. 
474) 
2) Through Setting of Place 
In this section, the researcher shows how the attitudes of women are 
described through the setting of place. 
a. Netherfield Park 
Netherfield Park is a luxurious building rented by Mr. Bingley 
family. Big house with a large yard made Mrs. Bennet wants one 
of her daughters to live there. Her materialistic attitude made Mrs. 
Bennet didn't just look at the income own by Mr. Bingley every 
year, but she also focused on the luxury of the house Mr. Bingley 
“If I can but see one of my daughters happily settled at 




equally well married, I shall have nothing to wish for.” – Mrs. 
Bennet (Austen, 2012, p. 449) 
b. Pemberly House 
Pemberly house is Mr. Darcy’ house. once Elizabeth had the 
opportunity to visit the house with her aunt and uncle. When 
Elizabeth arrived there, she was surprised by the beauty and luxury 
of the Pemberly house. Elizabeth's admiration for the Pemberly 
house made her want to be the mistress of the Pemberly house one 
day “Elizabeth was delighted. She had never seen a place for 
which nature had done more, or where natural beauty had been so 
little counteracted by an awkward taste. They were all of them 
warm in their admiration; and at that moment she felt, that to be 
mistress of Pemberley might be something!” (Austen, 2012, p. 660) 
c. Assembly  
Assembly is where the middle class throws a party. This place is 
also a place that is used to welcome Mr. Bingley who had just 
come from the north of England to settle in Netherfield Park. Mr. 
Bingley’s sister namely Miss Caroline Bingley and Mrs. Hurst was 
in the spotlight during their time at the assembly. The attitude of 
Miss Caroline and Mrs. Hurst seemed unpleasant “their behaviour 
at the assembly had not been calculated to please in general; and 
with more quickness of observation and less pliancy of temper than 
her sister,...” (Austen, 2012, p. 456) and they were too proud of 
themselves during assembly “nor in the power of being agreeable 
where they chose it; but proud and conceited.” (Austen, 2012, p. 
455) 
3) Through Events  
In this section, the researcher shows the depiction of women's attitudes 
towards men in Pride and Prejudice through the events. The 
researcher categorized the attitude of women towards men in Pride 




a. The Attitude of Middle Class Women towards Upper Class Men. 
Here are some events that depiction the attitudes of middle class 
women towards upper class men in Pride and Prejudice. 
a) The attitudes of Elizabeth towards Mr. Darcy when their first 
encounter in a party at assembly. In the party Mr. Bingley 
suggested Mr. Darcy to dance with Elizabeth, but Mr. Darcy 
turned him down because he had no interest in Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth who was standing right behind Mr. Darcy 
accidentally listened to their conversation. After knowing 
Elizabeth listened to his conversation with Mr. Bingley, Mr. 
Darcy decided to go and Elizabeth chose to show an arrogant 
attitude to Mr. Darcy for what Mr. Darcy said about herself 
“Mr. Darcy walked off; and Elizabeth remained with no very 
cordial feelings towards him.” (Austen, 2012, p. 451) 
b) The attitude of Elizabeth towards Mr. Darcy when Mr. Darcy 
meets Elizabeth at Charlotte's residence. At that event there 
was a misunderstanding between Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy 
because of the information that Elizabeth got about the cause of 
the separation between her sister, Jane and Mr. Bingley 
conducted by Mr. Darcy. Elizabeth seemed to be outspoken in 
telling her problem to Mr. Darcy “You know I have. Had not 
my own feelings decided against you, had they been indifferent, 
or had they even been favourable, do you think that any 
consideration would tempt me to accept the man, who has been 
the means of ruining, perhaps for ever, the happiness of a most 
beloved sister?” – Elizabeth Bennet (Austen, 2012, p. 614) 
c) The attitude of Elizabeth towards Mr. Darcy in the event of 
problem solving between Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy. after 
Elizabeth got an explanation from Mr. Darcy related to the 
misunderstanding that had occurred, Elizabeth sincerely 




Mr. Darcy “My beauty you had early withstood, and as for my 
manners—my behaviour to you was at least always bordering 
on the uncivil, and I never spoke to you without rather wishing 
to give you pain than not. Now be sincere; did you admire me 
for my impertinence?” – Elizabeth Bennet (Austen, 2012, p. 
781) 
The attitude of Mrs. Bennet towards Mr. Darcy when Mr. 
Darcy proposes to Elizabeth Bennet. Mrs. Bennet had always 
wanted her daughter to marry an upper class man and in the 
end it happened when Mr. Darcy decides to propose to 
Elizabeth Bennet. Mrs. Bennet who is depicted in this event is 
happy and grateful and with her materialistic nature she cannot 
imagine the wealth her daughter will have “Good gracious! 
Lord bless me! only think! dear me! Mr. Darcy! Who would 
have thought it! And is it really true? Oh! my sweetest Lizzy! 
How rich and how great you will be! What pin-money, what 
jewels, what carriages you will have! Jane’s is nothing to it—
nothing at all. I am so pleased—so happy. Such a charming 
man!—so handsome! so tall!—Oh, my dear Lizzy!” – Mrs. 
Bennet (Austen, 2012, p. 779) 
b. The Attitude of Middle Class Women towards Middle Class Men. 
Here are some events that depiction the attitudes of middle class 
women towards middle class men in Pride and Prejudice. 
a) The attitude of Elizabeth towards Mr. Collins when Mr. Collins 
proposed Elizabeth Bennet. Mr. Collins decided to propose to 
Elizabeth Bennet, but his proposal was rejected “I am very 
sensible of the honour of your proposals, but it is impossible 
for me to do otherwise than decline them.” – Elizabeth Bennet 
(Austen, 2012, p. 539) Elizabeth Bennet's attitude when 
rejecting Mr. Collins looks bold and outspoken. She said what 




“Can I speak plainer? Do not consider me now as an elegant 
female intending to plague you, but as a rational creature 
speaking the truth from her heart.” – Elizabeth Bennet 
(Austen, 2012, p. 541) 
b) The attitude of Mrs. Bennet towards Mr. Collins when 
Elizabeth rejected Mr. Collins’ s proposal. In this event, Mrs. 
Bennet tends to be materialistic to Mr. Collin because she 
wanted all of her family property that fell into Mr. Collin's 
hands is owned by one of her daughters by marrying Mr. 
Collins. The materialistic attitude of Mrs. Bennet towards Mr. 
Collins seen when Mrs. Bennet try to convincing Mr. Collins 
that she would make Elizabeth accept his proposal “But depend 
upon it, Mr. Collins,” she added, “that Lizzy shall be brought 
to reason. I will speak to her about it myself directly. She is a 
very headstrong foolish girl, and does not know her own 
interest; but I will make her know it.” – Mrs. Bennet (Austen, 
2012, p. 542) 
c. The Attitude of Upper Class Women towards Upper Class Men. 
Here are some events that depiction the attitudes of upper class 
women towards upper class men in Pride and Prejudice. 
a) The attitude of Lady Catherine towards Mr. Darcy in their 
encounter at Rosings. Lady Catherine met Mr. Darcy in a small 
party at Rosings (Lady Catherine's house). During her meeting, 
Lady Catherine tended to talk more often with Mr. Darcy than 
the other guests and in their conversations, Lady Catherine 
always discussed things that showed their high social class 
status. This proves that Lady Catherine is always proud of 
herself and her group “Of music! Then pray speak aloud. It is 
of all subjects my delight. I must have my share in the 
conversation, if you are speaking of music. There are few 




music than myself, or a better natural taste. If I had ever learnt, 
I should have been a great proficient. And so would Anne, if 
her health had allowed her to apply. I am confident that she 
would have performed delightfully. How does Georgiana get 
on, Darcy?”– Lady Catherine (Austen, 2012, p. 600) 
d. The Attitude of Upper Class Women towards Middle Class Men. 
Here are some events that depiction the attitudes of upper class 
women towards middle class men in Pride and Prejudice. 
a) The attitudes of Lady Catherine towards Mr. Collins in their 
encounter at Rosings. Lady Catherine invited Mr. Collins and 
his wife and also Elizabeth to celebrate a small party at her 
house with other guests. At that meeting Lady Catherine's 
attitude towards Mr. Collins tends to show a desire to be 
praised and remembered for all the gifts she has given. Lady 
Catherine's pride attitude is also clearly seen that she always 
wants to be seen as the highest rank than others “Mr. Collins 
was employed in agreeing to every thing her Ladyship said, 
thanking her for every fish he won, and apologising if he 
thought he won too many.” (Austen, 2012, p. 593) 
3.1.3 Jane Austen’s Reason of Addressing Women’s Attitude in Different 
Social Classes 
In this result, the researcher used theory of sociological in the term of 
literary work deals with the author’s social situation. Pride and 
Prejudice was made by Jane Austen and has been published in 1813. 
Jane Austen is a novelist who comes from England, all of her works 
are the result of her observations of the social conditions that were 
happening in England at that time. Based on the background of Jane 
Austen's life, Pride and Prejudice is a reflection of her rejection of the 
existing social system. The novel focused on the love story, concept 




In that time, lower class women have a materialistic nature and 
they have an aggressive attitude towards upper class men. They really 
wanted to be able to marry men who came from the upper class to 
increase their social status so there was a marriage concept which 
make a marriage only based on social status and not based on love. 
Jane Austen wanted to show her criticism of the social system and 
the nature of women who tend to be materialistic and forget about her 
self-esteem as women. Austen uses the character Elizabeth Bennet as a 
form of herself in conveying criticism and rejection in the novel. 
Austen wants to express the strength of women who are able to live 
independently, have free opinions, ambition and hope as her character 
in the real world. Austen reflects her nature in Pride and Prejudice as 
Elizabeth Bennet. 
 
3.2 Discussion  
The first discussion talks about the indicators of social class in Pride and 
Prejudice.  According to Pride and Prejudice was written by Jane Austen, 
there is explained the existence of a social class division between the 
middle and upper classes. There are several indicators that cause 
differences in social class in Pride and Prejudice, including differences in 
income, types of work, educational level, residence, means of 
transportation, and fashion. The middle class characters in Pride and 
Prejudice was represented by Mr. Bennet's family, Mr. Collins, Miss 
Charlotte Lucas and Miss Reynold and the upper class character was 
represented by Mr. Darcy, Mr. Bingley, Miss Bingley, and Lady 
Catherine. 
The second discussion talks about the depiction of women’s 
attitude towards men in Pride and Prejudice. The difference in social class 
and the Primogeniture system which regulates the inheritance of family 
property which can only be given to sons makes the middle class women 




materialistic and aggressive attitude in the Pride and Prejudice was 
represented by the characters Mrs. Bennet, Catherine Bennet, Lydia 
Bennet and Charlotte Lucas as the middle class women they want a 
relationship that can elevate their social class and guarantee a bright 
future. So, that is why social class influences the attitude of women 
towards men. The character of Elizabeth Bennet in Pride and Prejudice is 
much different from female characters in general, although she also comes 
from middle class, Elizabeth Bennet has a more prominent, strong, 
outspoken and prejudice attitude.  
The third discussion talks about disagreement and rejection of Jane 
Austen with the social condition and women’s attitude in different social 
classes. In the Pride and Prejudice, Austen created the character Elizabeth 
Bennet as a representation of herself in conveying her rejection. So, that is 
why Elizabeth has different attitude from other middle class women in 
general because Jane Austen wants to give an example of how women 
should have attitudes from the character Elizabeth Bennet. 
According to Laurenson & Swingewood (1972: 26) states that 
literature is related to history. It means that the sociology of literature is a 
reflection of social conditions, social problems and all the things that 
happened in society. Sociology and literature create based on the issue that 
exists in society. Literature itself has meaning as the reflection of several 
aspects that exist in society, such as social stratification, social class, social 
structure, social relationship, culture, norms, etc. It is proof that literature 
or literary work has a connection to the condition of society. 
According to Steinbach (2017: 124) in her book entitled 
understanding the Victorian at the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
British society began to use the term "class" to organize groups of people 
starting from the narrow class, namely the "working class". The social 
class that exists in British society tends to refer to people's income, level of 
education, type of work and also how they spend the money they have. 




wealth than others has power over others. Therefore, British society uses 
three levels of social class model, namely, 1) working class; 2) middle 
class and; 3) upper class. The social class levels are divided according to 
the political economy of British society in the early nineteenth century. 
For an English woman who lived in the early nineteenth century, 
they had to try to find a marriage partner who was from the upper class. 
This is because there is a system that regulates family assets that must be 
passed on to sons or cousins instead of giving to their daughters. This 
caused women in the early nineteenth century to have a materialistic and 
aggressive attitude and also wanted a marriage partner from the upper 
class to elevate their social status. Lawrence Stone in (Kathryn, 2001: 79) 
states that the attitudes of women in the early nineteenth century is 
materialistic and aggressive, they like to take advantage from party 
invitation to attract upper class man. So, they can find partner marriage 
from upper class to raise their social class. 
This proves that Pride and Prejudice is a reflection of the real 
situation that occurred in British society in the early nineteenth century. 
Every detail of the state of British society that Jane Austen describes in her 
novel is the reality of British society who live in different social classes 
and have the ambition to change their social class status through marriage. 
In conducting this research, the researcher has been found some 
previous studies related to this research. One of the previous studies 
discusses about the social stratification that occurs in Pride and Prejudice. 
The research has done by Hariyanti in 2014 that she has a purpose to 
analyze the social stratification that is reflected in Pride and Prejudice. 
Hariyanti used a sociological approach to show whether the social 
stratification in Pride and Prejudice is the reflection of British society in 
the early nineteenth century. The results of her research show that Pride 
and Prejudice contain social stratification which can be divided into two 
categories namely, middle class and upper class and it proves that the 




situation of British society in the early nineteenth century. So, based on 
Hariyanti’s research, the researcher can conclude that this research is a 
complement of her research because in this research the researcher focused 
on the influence of the social class on women’s attitude toward men that 
occur in Pride and Prejudice and also to know about the reflection of the 
novel in the real situation of British society in the early nineteenth century 
using the sociological approach. 
 
4. CLOSING 
After analyzing Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen. The researcher draws 
some conclusions. 
Firstly, the indicators of social class in the Pride and Prejudice can 
be divided into several aspects, such as incomes, types of work, 
educational level, transportation, fashion, and residence. From the several 
aspects of the indicators of social class, the researcher concluded that 
social class in the Pride and Prejudice can be divided into two parts. First 
is middle class and second is upper class.  
Second, there is an influence of social class on women's attitude 
towards men in Pride and Prejudice. This can be seen from the depiction 
of women's attitudes towards men through characters, setting of places and 
events. From the depiction through the characters, it shows that there are 
differences in attitudes between upper class women and middle class 
women towards men. Middle class women tend to be materialistic, 
aggressive, and exaggerated towards men, while upper class women tend 
to be arrogant, proud, and under estimate towards men. From the 
description of the setting of place, it can be seen that women's attitudes are 
influenced by their desire for material and an increase in their social class. 
And the depiction of women's attitudes through events also shows the 





Third, the character of Elizabeth Bennet in Pride and Prejudice is a 
representation of the writer, Jane Austen. Austen created Elizabeth 
Bennet's character in contrast to other female characters in Pride and 
Prejudice. Elizabeth has a strong, brave, arrogant, prejudice and outspoken 
character, this is because Elizabeth is a form of Austen's protest against 
social conditions that occurred in the early nineteenth century. 
Fourth, the Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen is a reflection of 
the realities of British society's life in the early nineteenth century. It can 
be seen from the results of researcher' search of the state of British society 
in the early nineteenth century with the social conditions of British society 
described by Jane Austen in the Pride and Prejudice both have similarities 
ranging from social status, the concept of marriage, the characteristics of 
women, and the property heir system and etc. 
The last, the researcher concluded that this research is a study that 
complements the previous research. Haryanti (2014) has conducted 
research on the Pride and Prejudice novels which she examined related to 
social stratification in the Pride and Prejudice novels by using the same 
theory used in this study, namely the sociological approach theory. The 
results of her research shows that there are two categories of social class in 
the Pride and Prejudice. They are middle class and upper class groups. 
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